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ED ROBERTS.

kle are here -to talk about Disabled Peoples International,, fl naw and I think
i,.ie r y e x c it ing o r gan is at io n o f pe o p 1e w it h d is a.k:« i Iit ies« 11 s e e ms t o me t h a:t

this could be our chance to bring the latest phylosophy.r technology and
especially the whole se If—he lp approach^ to the u'or Id« The idea. is to help
people take control of their own lives.? to make people less dependant on
Government or anyone else. ..but to play the game at several levels* The -first
would be through the UN and we have sought or- ana in the process of* being
granted from many 0+ the organisations including UNESCO.- WHO and ILO
<Internat iona I LaJoour.''" .,- a.nd many other u.»or Idw ide orgaj-i isations w ith 3. n the
UN.r. «« are in the process of endorsing the new organisationr and funding it«
They are especially helping to fund the Singapore Conference which ujill be a
Wor 1d—W ide f irst .,- hr ing ing together Iea.ders in or•gan isations from around the

u.*or Id — from every corner of the world — with votes to vote on a. naw

Constitution and to discuss ««« and to elect a World Council.,- a council of
P e o p Ie f r o m e ach c o n t in e n t * » n t w o r e p r e s e n t at iv e s f r o m e ach c o n t in e n t„

It sprung out of the Winnipeg Conference. «. and there were more than 366 people

with disabi lities there.1. and even more friends.,- who came together to try and
bring a strong clear International voice to the affairs in the world that dealt

dits^htly with those of us who have disabilities and especially those who have
more severe disabi lities* « « but we ana also in the process of being set up so

we can do consu 11 ing wi th n-at 3. ons and deve Iop ing nat ions» We dont want the

emerging world to adopt the old principles of segregation and charity that just

are no Longer e.ccep'taJo Le and if we are to have a. say in our oiun I. ives.»< '-.many of

us have gained a. measure of that say)..- where the world can .join us.r to helps our

brothers and sisters.,- wherever they may be.r to do the same. To help them with

techno logy» For example..- Ralph Hodgkiss in Berkeley has a wheelchair that can

easily be adapted and used in places like Nicaragua and anywhere in the worlds

0 u t o f in d i g in o u s k in d s o f r aw m ate r ia 1s» 0 u r in t e r e s t s and t h e in t e r e s t s o f

disabled people everywhere are i^ary similar-.,- I may be talking about civil

rights here todayr and in many places around the world people ana talking about
survive.I.r so we have a tremendous range of possibi lities and things to work on

but we must do it co I lecti ve ly .«• so that each of our interests need not be

su b.j ug ated buf that b y c om ing tog ether .,• a. 11 d is ah i 1it ies .r in c 1ud ing the
mentally ill and those mentally retarded«

1 think the founders — as we envisioned DPI just could play a i-jary significant

ro'e.r changing the course of a lot of brutality and a lot of prejudice and
oX^Jt stereotypical responses to disabi lity„ Right now on the counci 1 we have
two people from each continent., In the main the leaders ana from Canada^
Ire Iand .,- S weden ... US fl.,- 8 ingapore .«• Costa R ica .»• flrgent in a .r Z imbahwe and French
Maur itan ia... a 11 repres entat ives ana d i. s ab Ied» The Counc i I by br ing ing
together people from round the world ».ui 11 begin a process that should bring all
people in the world with disabilities closer together* Building on the
strengths of the a Iready wor Id».u ide orgai n isat ions« Dea I in the mai n w ith
spec if ic d isabi Iit ies .,- on deafnessr b Iindr1ess .,- menta 1 retandat ion etc« .r b»..41 the
key to DPI is that it must be a coalition of all disabilities..- by disabled and
for the future of all disabled people. It is clear that our role as disabled
people in each country is to begin to reach out..- for example..- in Zimbabwe our
delegate-1 needs used clothing..- so any group that would like to take up a
collection of clothing..- they sell that and use the income to support their
organ isation« There ar-a so many things that u.»e can do together if we learn
more about each other« The main job in the next feu.i months is to spread the

word .about DPI and to join with us. Read our draft constitution and provide
input* Two of the '-..'er-y specific tasks u.*e have taken on ana a lawsuit iyi
Germany that a Ilou.»ed people to get money back on a package tour of another
country because they were depressed by the presence of disabled people among
them- The other issues have to do ».uith air lines,r just being able to move

about and a 11 the different regu Iations and prob lems u.«ith e lectric whee Ichairs

and ».uhite canes and all the patronising treatment that disabled people get in
general from international carriers..- so we have a lot of work to do together..
This will be an organisation where we set the priorities.,- our dream really is
to do something in many areas.r one is preventions The number one cause of
disability i\i the world today.,- and there ana estimated 1/2 billion disabled
people ivi the world today.r the number one cause is malnutrition,, It means
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that as m.je get invo Ived in organ isat ion we wi11 be a 1so providing a 1ot of
technical assistance to help prevent disability. It means that the vision is
not to gain more for people over and above those who live in a society but to
gain an eg.ua! opportunity within a society, so if everyone is poor you ana not
going to make a disabled person rich.,- but eg.ua.l«

•JE s What about those disabled people in DPI who have difficulty in leaving
their country to go to Singapore? Is there any way that they can be helped to
g e t t h e r e'?

Well.r u.«e ha.ve been very serious 1y thinking..- we rea 1ise that it is the f irst and
many people will want to attend who will not be able to.,, from all around the

world and we hope to have money for scholarships for people from developing
nations.,- at least for some from each country... dapandin^ on population.,, we hope
to get that from the UN .r but we are expecting in the developing nations people
to go to their governments and talk about becoming a part of this because the

government is not going to sand somebody.,- that is not how u.*e work.,, we work

i.uithin organisations but the government ecu Id participate and be supportive i\-\
the UN and also provide transportation^ so I would think you all would want to

get this organisation legitarnised.r contact your Irish colleague and he wi 11... I

aink^^-ire r he Ip out«
The Irish representative's name is Li am McGuire and I will give you a. list of

p*eop la,r because we are ..just the first year peop Le.r the organisers.,- and there

i.mi 11 be elections for regional representatives.,- we hope to follow this and

i m m e d iate Iy s e t u p r e g io n a 1 o f f ic e s and h a.ve t h e r e a. 1 s t r e n g t h i n t h e r e g io n s

as: *.ue I I. as in the centra 1.r we ha.ve talked about c^iffaring p Laces a^s a. kind of

central headquarters .r but we have not come to any real conclusions on that*

We have thought a. lot about if and the more we think about it the more excited

m& get.r the more people we can get involved with us.r the more perspectives.!, the

richer the diversity.,- the stronger we will be and I think politically u.»e will

address an issue that applies to the right and the left,, Disability is such a

chancy th ing and so many of us have a. chance to ha'..'a i t in our overa 11 Iif espan

that the future ,r what we see needs to happen .r a. wa.y be* prepanad for all of us«

0 u r Flm e r ic an c o a Iit io n o f c it iz e n s u.< it h d is ab i Iit ie s is in t h e p r o c e s s o f

becoming directly involved with DPI and I am also on the board of our RCCD so 1

have become a good link to the international movement* There is a. wealth of

diversity out there and a lot of things ana happening* In a. few weeks I am

going to Japan ax"id the responses to disabi lity.r or lack of response in any
society is K^ary culturally based and ona of the things that u.»e know K*<evy little

ai^^Hr- is how in differing cultures.,- what are the cultural effects on
disabi lity« In India you may foe a. chosen one.,- but you also may be chosen to

foa g f o r y o u r Iiv e Iiho o d „ T h e r e,r s a. 1o t of t hi in gs .r it" s a. f a&c in at in g ana a.«

In Ja&an a Quad «.uho is a member of the Japanese parliament is going to be a

r epr es e ntat ive o n o ur co mm i11e a .»• s o thar e ana s o me ve r y in ter es t ing peop 1e

around the ujor Id involved a. Iready«

J'E s What about some of the older.r more active nations that so ^an ana not on
the committee.,- like Holland.,- Denmark ««,,«,« how do you see them coming into it?

Well.r that's why I think Singapore becomes iJar-y important.,- as representatives
from each of those countries need to foe there to represent their own country

and t h e ir in t e r e s t s w it h in D PI and h a Ip t o o r g an is e 11"}e r e g io n s as «.ue 11 .,• f hia
people that are in now un.ll not necessarily foe on the World Council after
Decernfoe r.r there wi II. foe a. vote on who is going to foe represented .«• what
c o u n t r i e s .r y o u k n o u» t wo r e p r e s e n t at i v e s f r o m e ach c o n t i ne n t .r o r h o w o n e r o t a.te s
r.e.joresentat i ves .r or ho«.u one gats cont i nu i ty and st i 11 keeps commun i cat i on go i ng
and t r u s t g o i n g i n t h e m i d d 1e o f i n t e r n at i o n a I t e n s i o n and d i f f e r i n g
idea.logies.r religions and cultures » I think that is probably going to foe our
1ang e s t c h a. 11e n g e»

JE s Surely with the world climate as it is at the moment .r with inflation
rising.r unemployment risingr things ana ofoviously getting harder for disabled
people to try and go -ahead foecause of the lack of funds coming from the
g o v e r n me n t .r age n c i e s e t c„ ,r s u r e I y t hi i s i s h ap p e n i n g i n t e r n at i o n a 11y.,- t h at k i n d
»:::«f e x c h ang e wo u 1d foe o f foe n e f i t t o a 11 c o u n t r i e s«
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Rlsc:«.r so many of us have equipment that u.«e throw in our closets.r I mean all our

clothes and equipment that we didn't i.uant in the first place.,- but we took.,- a

lot of that could foe used in other places in the world.,- so there's so many

possifoi lities for exchange.,- plus a. lot of our more educated people.* and our

e n g in e e r s and p a o p 1e w h o h a v e e x p e r ie n c e d d is ah i 1it y as?- w ell as h a.v e

P r o f e s s io n a I k in d s o f c r e d e n t ia 1s c an foe e :•••:t r e m e 1y h e 1pfu 1 t o d e v e 1o p in g

nations.,- lout more than that DPI can put the spotlight on a. nation.,- where there

are atrocities.,- overly segregated systems.r no movement for change» I think

the international light of publicity can foe i,iary important to governments.,- so I

think there are so many i.uays that we can foe helpful to each other that we have

just foegun to explore,, Never feel that the process has gone too far.,- it is

j u s t foe g in n in g «

In d e p e n d e n t L iv in g M o v e m e n t«

JE s One thing that really intrigues people in England.,- I think it is mainly

foe c e.us e o f t h e s t r u c t u r e s o f o u r c o u n t r y ,r is h o u.» t h e in d a p a n d e n t m o v e m e n t h as

got so strong and so widespread in California particu lar ly .,- and the whole issue

of f"«ou.»er politics and how you have foeen able to influence the system i\"\ more

w e.iL ^Jt h an one.r particu Lar ly '.uith the attendant care grants tha.t have foecome

a.va.i lab le for hand icappad people to foe able to pay for their own attendants .»• it

is almost unheard of not only in England.* but even in other states*

There are a feu.* states foeginning to do it» It cejfie from a. struggle for

freedom on my part and a. few others« Number one job was political.,- *.ue had to

deal. w ith the peop le that ma.de* the I.aws.r second '.with the folks tha.t enforced

them.r or didn""b enforce them or sa lective ly interpreted them* The other was

tra.ining.r the whole idea, tha.t we needed to get ourse Ives to the point where u.*e

could organise our- own community.,- bring enough leaders along with a. foe lief that

we have a future but «.ue have it together» The recognition that we had to do

short term things for success.,- I don't know if you know about the Saul 0" linsky

org an i s i ng« He w as a. v ery f as\\ous J aw ish organ i sar and o r g an i sad ano und
Chicago a. lot of fo lack neighbourhoods* He took an issue like no foi let pajp&r
in a black high school and made it into an issue that they won on and then

began to gain. We began to win our individual welfare cases first.,- got the

expertise of hou.» to fight the systemr to find ujhat some people would call

1o o p h o Ie s .*• fou t w a w o u 1d c a 11 o p p o r t u n it ie s f o r e x p e r im e n f•at io n« W e foe 1ie v a d
wa could live independently and we knew wa needed some kind of system run foy us

tK^- would control that.,- and that is how independent living came about« It
naK-'an was just housing because tha.t is an expensive approach and only one part

of an overall phi losophy.*- and we had to work on everything at once* If we

weren't working on transportation and housing as well as the real gaps in
service..- as wa 11 as the laws themselves..- wa couldn't give the whole system«

We foegan with the assumption that we '.Mere whole people and that no ona small

system ^yi^as us the** lot.,- health system.r social system.,- you name it « « we do

too «*

•JE s Did you never feel a.t tha.t ear ly time tha.t you ha.d taken on too much?

We had a dream.,- we had a. vision.,- all of us were dreamers I guess and recognised

that you can't.,- that you have to go for the u.»ho le thing.,- you can do it... one

thing at a time.,- fout you can also figure that without getting together a. few

strong peop le a.t the start..- I mean u.*e recognise the tremendous power wa had

with a Kiary few people,, Probably in the harsinninr3 IB of us. The vision.,- I

u.ie.s kind of lea.der of it.,- hecause 1 knew u.'he.t we needed to do and taJ--%e charge

of our own lives and that leads to a lot of things« Hot have to foe dependent

on anyona but ourse Ives.,- at the same time recognising that we ana all

interdependent and I could help you in one way and you could help me in

another« The thing was though in being independent we had to provide for

people's survival first of all.,- we were ^any poor* I came out of a. luorking

class family and most of us came? out of if not working class fami lies.r families

w ho wa r e s t r u g g 1in g > E s p ec ia. 11 y.,- in d iv id u a Is wh o s t r u g g Ie aft e r d is ato i Iit y ,r
struggle against old attitudes,, We began to realise that it could foe a.

strength as we 11 as a weakness«, We would go into a legislative's office a.nd
perceive that they had got all the stereotypes about what we werer they felt
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terrifically sorry for us, we knew we could get what we wanted... because we
could exploit those stereotypes and often we don't exploit what we have.,- wa
have a lot of strengths in the way people view us.r so you have to really
exploit those kinds of stereotypes« Fit the same time you have got to bring
people along and laws along and we ana a very rights orientated and law
o r ie n t ate d s o c ie f y«

•JEs How aware were you at that time of the la.ws?

We had very few. I am a little bit vague.,- but directly it is related to the
1973 Rehabilitation Ret which read that in reference to the more severely
d isah Ied .r t hie R ight to Educat ion for Han «::•! ic app a d Ch i 1dr a n 1aw .,- f or many y a ans
children did not get any education.,- now people have aright to that.,- a. right to
participate in that and a. coalition of disabi lities got tha.t.r not one

disabi lity- Rll disabled people working together for common objectives.,-

s u p p o r t in g e ach o t h e r o n in d e p e n d e n t o foj e c t iv e s .,- I t h in k t h a.t is . « « . » „ I d o n' t

i.uant to overestimate? how well organised we ana.r because while we have been at

this in California for 15 yaans.,- we've still not made a. difference in election.,-

u.ie are not seen e.s e leetora I power.,- i.uhich I want us to foe seen es» Tha.t is

why these solidarity day demonstrations that we ana going to around the country

foei b\a key because wa he.ve to foeg in to shou.i our dissa.tisfaction a.t the fclegen

po liciesn Cutting social programmes and especially cutting the more

p»rogressive socia. I. P'rogra.mmes» une measure of whether a. prograirime works or

not is whether it leads people towards taking charge of their own lives.* if you

have gro'.un dep'endent on a. p*rogra.mme and tha.t programme leaves you or it

•fafoandons? I you.r »« there in the wrong place... we're not holding those systems

accountable for us to move.««« thats where the hole 4IDPC?I thing becomes so

strongly you've got to play it for yourself... So wa fight for ourselves,,,

nobody else will (pick the same -freferences'? weapons? I)» « and if thats what

we're trying.,- we have many allies. The fact is that most of us «.mill foe

disabled so they might a^ well get people prapanad for all of our future. I

think we go to employers now and we talk/ we don't talk about social and moral

obligations.,- even though I personally think it is their ... we talk about their

bottom line ... a. good employee helps their problems. It's just that simple.

ftnd if there is real richness in our diversity.,- we think the folks out there i\"\
our society just don't know .»«„«.« an au.H-u I lot about disabi lity. ... « that's

why integration becomes so critical and transportation on every area and we are
the first group that is going to take a lot of heat about changing foui Idings

and about making our society mobility accessible as wa11 as socially and
el^omica1ly accessible. Find when it comes to our civil rights people talk
about costs and we are people u.'ho ana too expensive. What.,- ana people's

futures too expensive"? We are going to make a. choice. We are increasing Iy.r

i\i all of our societies.,- making a. choice.,- where fewer and fewer of us ana
supporting more and more people on confed. a.ida People work for yaans to join
our club now and become disabled and have some kind of disability because they

dislike their jobs or whatever. We can put people like that iv\ better jobs
and other areas.,- those who really want to work:. and a figment of our society
doen't have to foe left out.r that disabi lity is not the worst thing in the

i.uorld.,- that people's attitudes towards us ana pretty load.

.JE s It takes a long time to change r inborn inbred. People don't know

anyth in^n.,- don't know any better«

But tha o n Iy way that' s go ing to happen is f o r <js to get out there w ith them
•snd that is why I personally dedicated my own self hoping to ensure that the
n a xt generation .r t he young peop Ie .r gr ow up w ith d i s ah i Iity and have
non—d isah 1ed peop 1e k now ing each other .r ar\d the y o ung peo p Ie w i th d i s ah i 1ity
have a future and believe in themselves.,- that they do have ona a Their parents

act as if they do. Rather than the self—fulfilling prophecy of .«....«.«»»«.

JE s That «.uhy Berkeley «««»«« is ona of the few places in the world where you

s e e a t o t a. I in t e g r at io n o f

They ana going to take our money all the same ,, «««

JE3 That's just California





Ed Roberts — DPI/Independent Living

you do is you do a. task analysis of an issue.,- you break it down into smaller-
learning units and you teach i+v once a person learns it., which can foe
relatively guickly.,- they don't make mistakes and they don't get bored at it so
they just turn out great work.r so they may do a lot feu.«er.,- but their
productivity in terms of the numbers that go through ana passed on.,- and then
the old attitude thing comes in because people don't want to foe compared with
the work of a retarded person.,- because they ana not worth much* That's why I
work on all the issues.,- because I believe a. retarded person is eg.ua. 1ly or more
oppressed than I am« We ha.ve a new organisation called 'People First' here in
California^- if is an organisation of the mentally retarded spaak.in^ for
themselves.,- so frank.,- so honest.,- such an honesty.,- a. u.»i Ilingness to speak up.r
this is a. i-jary positive thing* In DPI that's it 'speak for yourself*

Those are some of the more important things,, I think these next ten years are
go in*3 to foe rea. I exc it ino\ here „

END.
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